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MSS 526 McDANIEL, William Joseph, 1918-2009 
 
2 boxes.  23 folders.  277 items.  1956-1999.  Originals and photocopies. 
 
2001.108.1 
 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
 William Joseph McDaniel was born in Jellico, Tennessee on 4 March 1918, the 
son of Charles William McDaniel (1883-1974) and Lucy Ellen (Sabens) McDaniel 
(1886-1979).  The family soon moved to Glasgow, Kentucky, where McDaniel attended 
the public schools; he graduated from Glasgow High School.  A cousin, who was also a 
gifted musician, began giving McDaniel piano lessons at an early age.  He matriculated 
at Western Kentucky University, where he received a Bachelor’s degree.  While at 
WKU, he studied music under Weldon Hart and John Vincent.  He then attend Peabody 
College in Nashville, where he studied music under Walter Irhke and Arnold Salop.  
Upon completion of his Masters degree, McDaniel joined the Air Force and served 
during World War II. 
 After his military service, McDaniel began teaching.  From 1948 to 1950 he was 
professor of music theory at Wayland College in Plainview, Texas.  He then served as 
chair of the Department of Music (1950-1951) at Missouri Baptist College in Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri, before beginning a long-term position as head of the Department of 
Music at Southern Baptist College in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas in 1953.  He retired from 
that position in 1975 and went on to work as a volunteer with secondary students in 
Pulaski County and Barren County, Kentucky. 
 McDaniel actively composed throughout his career, including symphonic works, 
a ballet, songs, two chamber operas, small ensemble works, and choral works.  To 
commemorate Barren County’s two hundredth anniversary, McDaniel composed 
“Barren County Bicentennial Festivalle,” which was played throughout the 
commemorative year. 
 McDaniel was married to Florence Cummings McDaniel, a 1953 alumnus of 
WKU.  The couple had two sons:  Wayne Cummings (b. 1955) and William Bruce (b. 
1957).  The couple first retired to Pulaski County, Kentucky, living there from 1975 to 
1997.  They moved to Glasgow, Kentucky in July 1997.  William died on 1 October 
2009 in Glasgow and was interred in the Glasgow Municipal Cemetery. 
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COLLECTION NOTES 
 
 This collection contains correspondence, musical compositions, and news 
clippings about William Joseph McDaniel.  Box 1 contains one folder of correspondence 
which relates to McDaniel’s musical affairs, including information about where and by 
whom some of his pieces were performed.  Folders 3-5 contain manuscript musical 
compositions of various kinds.  Copyright registrations for many of the scores in Folders 
3-5 can be found in Folder 6.  The remainder of Box 1 contains programs from musical 
events where McDaniel’s compositions were played, as well as news clippings about 
him and his work.  Folder 15 contains two photos of McDaniel in 1969 and 1993. 
 Box 2 contains three cassette tapes.  One tape is autobiographical in nature and 
the other two contain musical performances of McDaniel compositions.  Box 2 also 
includes copies of four manuscript scores, including the 118-page score of McDaniel’s 
ballet “The Legend of Jean Petit.” 
 
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX  1 Correspondence, Manuscript Music, 1935-1999 270 items 
 Programs and New Clippings 
 
Folder  1 Inventory and biographical data 1973-2001 9 items 
 
Folder  2 Correspondence 1956-1998 85 items 
 
Folder  3 Sheet music of his compositions:  1985-1971; 9 items 
 A - G n.d. 
 
Folder  4 Sheet music of his compositions:  1935-1982; 8 items 
 H - S n.d. 
 
Folder  5 Sheet music of his compositions:  1957-1996; 6 items 
 T - W n.d. 
 
Folder  6 Copyright registration certificates:  1957-1972 18 items 
 A - W 
 
Folder  7 Papers written by McDaniel 1961; 1998 2 items 
 
Folder  8 Programs 1940-1989 37 items 
 
Folder  9 Programs 1990-1999 17 items 
 
Folder 10 Newspaper clippings and program 1965-1972 11 items 
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 about "The Legend of Petit Jean" 
 
Folder 11 Entries for McDaniel in publications 1961-1991 14 items 
  
 
Folder 12 Entries for McDaniel in published  1973-1975 3 items 
 books  
 
Folder 13 Southeastern Composers League 1965-1975 7 items 
 Newsletters, 1965-1975 and SCL  
 catalogues of new music, 1969; 1971 
 
Folder 14 Newsletters, catalogs, etc. 1969-1973 6 items 
 
Folder 15 Newspaper clippings 1936-1999 36 items 
  
Folder 16 Photos of McDaniel 1969; 1993 2 items 
 
 
BOX  2 Manuscript Music and cassette  1963-1997 7 items 
BSB tapes 
 
Folder 1  McDaniel biographical data n.d. 1 item 
 (cassette tape) 
 
Folder 2 McDaniel directing “Symphonic  April 25, 1992 1 item 
 Movement" (cassette tape) 
 
Folder 3 McDaniel's compositions  n.d. 1 item 
 (cassette tape) 
 
Folder 4 Ballet:  “The Legend of Petit Jean" 1965 1 item 
 
Folder 5 Music manuscripts 1963-1997 3 items 
 
 "Pas de Duex" from “The Legend of 1968 1 item 
 Petit Jean”; 
 "Symphonic Movement"; 1997 1 item 
 Chamber opera:  “Waterhole” 
 "Waterhole" 1963 1 item 
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MSS    McDANIEL, William Joseph,                   1956-1999   
526  1918-2009 
 
   Unpublished manuscript music written by William J. 
McDaniel, native of Jellico, Tennessee, and Western Kentucky 
University alumni.  Includes symphonic works, a ballet, songs,  
two chamber operas, small ensemble works, and choral works.   
Most have a religious theme.  Also contains news clippings 
about McDaniel’s music and correspondence. 
   2 boxes.  21 folders.  277 items.  Originals and 
photocopies. 
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SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Baber, Joseph, b. 1937 – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Breen, Kermit – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Cash, Alice H. – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Composers 
Curtis, Jeanne – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Dodson, John Thomas – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Doran, David – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Goldberg, Ira Samuel, 1928-2002 – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Hurst, Jan – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Ladies Matinee Musicale – Glasgow – Relating to       B1,F8 
Letterheads – Central Kentucky Youth Orchestras       B1,F2 
Letterheads – Lexington Ballet       B1,F2 
Music and musicians 
Music – Manuscripts       B1,F3-5 
Owensboro Symphony Orchestra – Owensboro – Relating to       B1,F9 
Roberts, Wesley – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Stoyanovich, Elizabeth – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Van Grove, Isaac, 1891-1979 – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Western Kentucky University – Alumni 
Western Kentucky University – Relating to       B,F8 
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